BIBLE CLASS HOMEWORK

THE BIBLE HELPS YOU REAP THE REWARDS OF FAITHFULNESS
Daniel 6

     This chapter contains that fascinating story of Daniel in the lions’ den. As you read it just as the Bible tells it, you will agree, I am sure, that it is one of the best stories ever told.

1. Did you hear this story as a child? ____________ 

…….or is this first time you’ve heard it? ______________________

      Moreover, it contains a great lesson: for it is the story of fidelity, honor and uprightness. And it brings out the fact that these virtues are rewarded in life, though perhaps not without suffering and hardship.

2. What does the word, “Fidelity” mean? __________________________________

     King Darius, recognizing Daniel’s extraordinary ability and trustworthiness, had made him head over the nation, directly under the king himself. Naturally the jealousy of other leaders was awakened. These men tried in every way to “get” Daniel. But no fault could be found in him, even though they went over his record and actions with a fine tooth comb.

3. Where do you think Daniel got his extraordinary abilities?

___________________________________________________________________

      Then cunning enemies figured out a plan to unseat Daniel. Knowing that Daniel worshiped the eternal God, they tricked the king into establishing a decree that any man who worshiped a god other than the king himself for thirty days would be thrown into the lions’ den.

    4.  How did they trick the King? ________________________________________________________________________

     Once the king made an edict it was unchangeable according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, and even he could not set it aside.

5. When did the King realize he was tricked? ___________________________________________________________________

     Daniel was of course regular in his prayers to the Lord. His enemies then made this fact known to the Lord. His enemies then made this fact known to the Lord. His enemies then made this fact known to the king, who was angry with himself for being tricked. But there was no way out of the dilemma, so he gave orders that Daniel be thrown into the den of lions. But he believed, or at least hoped, that Daniel would survive.

6. How did Daniel’s enemies catch him disobeying the law?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

7. Why do you think Daniel kept doing something “against the law” right out in the open when it could get him in trouble?

___________________________________________________________________

   ___________________________________________________________________

       The king’s own faith had been growing because of Daniel’s influence, and he fasted all night. In the early morning he went to the lions’ den and, to his joy, Daniel’s God had indeed preserved His faithful servant.

8. Why do you think the King fasted? __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

9. Was there any other way that the King could save Daniel? ____________________

       The king got the point that the good God of Daniel rewards honor and goodness and fidelity, and so he proceeded to decree that Daniel’s God be the God of his kingdom.
10. What are the 2  things that the king do as soon as he saw the Daniel survived the night?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

     This story is a sharp and direct refutation of the current cynical notion that “you never get anywhere trying to be good,” that “honesty doesn’t pay anymore” and that “it’s only the clever who get theirs.”     Such seems to be the belief of many in this mixed up generation But the Bible knows the score, the facts of life, so much better than any cynic. And the story of Daniel is actually a series of strong affirmations: First, in life, honorable and faithful though we may be, there will come times of great testing.
      And second, there will be misunderstanding, hostility, even enmity. But finally, if we are loyal and true to God He will see us through no matter what. This is the great truth, in fact, it is the greatest truth of all. Even in our “den of lions” if we keep the faith we shall be saved and life will be good.

